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Serving Adults Since 1945
Agenda

Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, May 16, 2006
3:45 – 4:10 p.m.
Networking and refreshments

4:10 – 4:30 p.m.
Business Meeting

· Minutes from 2005 AGM

· Chair’s Report 2005-2006, Dianne Rumney
· 60th Anniversary Celebrations, Carmen Sprovieri
· Auditor’s Report, Frances Shamley, Treasurer

· Nominations, Slate of Officers, Donna Moore

· Appointment of Auditor (2006-2007)

4:30 – 5:00 p.m.
Keynote speaker, Pauline Duncan-Thrasher:  

“Ignite a Spark”
5:00 – 5:30 p.m.
More networking (bar open until 5:15 p.m.)

	LONDON COUNCIL FOR ADULT EDUCATION

Minutes of:

LCAE  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

June 29, 2005

 Labatt’s Amber Lounge, 4:30 to 7:00 pm


Meeting called to order at 5:00 pm.  Donna Moore, Chair

Present:


Alice Brona (LACW)

Janette Butler (Leads Employment)

Sheila Carson (TVDSB)

Tom Crouch (LUHC)

Mary Crump (London Training Centre)

Monica Giorgini (Job Search Strategies)

Christine Glenn

Belinda Gorman

Becky Howse (TVDSB)

Heather Jeffrey (Hutton House)

Susan Koning (WIL)

Lara Leitch

Sheila Lupson 

    (London Military Family Resource Centre)

Margaret Maciejewski (LPL)

Anne McCluskey (JSS)

Nancy McQuillan (LUHC)

Margaret Mitchell (LPL)

Donna Moore (UWO-CFNS, Toastmasters),

Colleen Pickering (Fanshawe College)

Gloria Pickering (Goodwill)

David Radcliffe (SFLR)

Dianne Rumney (TVDSB)

Frances Shamley (OHCC)

Alison Sims (JSS)

Jill Slemon (LDCSB)

Donna Smith (London Literacy Network)

Pat Smith (LDCSB)

Claudette Smith (LPL)

Carmen Sprovieri

Marja Tenson (CFUW)

Helen Visser (LUHC)

Ann Walker (WIL)

Jeny Wallace (LEDC)

Regrets:
Sharon Collins, Carl Sinclair

Welcome and Introductions

· Greetings and welcome from Doug of Labatt’s
· Members/Guests attending an LCAE AGM for the first time were asked to introduce themselves. They were Margaret Mitchell and Claudette Smith from London Public Library, Mary Crump from London Training Centre, Gloria Pickering from Goodwill Training Centre, Marja Tensen from Canadian Federation of University Women
· Guest speaker, Douglas McCarthy was introduced.
· In recognition of this being the LCAE 60th Anniversary year, Donna Moore read a short passage about the origins of the council and presented a Certificate of Recognition from Steve Peters, MPP for Elgin, Middlesex, London.
Business Meeting
· Minutes of 2004 AGM – Moved by Patrick Smith, seconded by Donna Smith that minutes be approved as presented.  Carried.
· Highlights of 2004-2005 – Chair Donna Moore reviewed her report.
· Auditor’s Report – Presented by Frances Shamley in the absence of the auditor.  Moved by Frances Shamley, seconded by Nancy McQuillan that report be accepted as presented.  Carried.
· Appointment of Auditor (2005-2006) – Moved by Donna Smith, seconded by Belinda Gorman that Mac Hey be appointed auditor for 2005-2006.  Carried. 

· Nomination of Slate of Officers -  


Proposed Slate of Officers for 2005-2006



Chair



Dianne Rumney



Past Chair


Donna Moore



Vice Chairs


Sheila Lupson and Donna Smith



Recording Secretary  
Nancy McQuillan



Executive Secretary  
Jill Slemon



Treasurer 


Frances Shamley



Committee Chairs
Advocacy – Nancy McQuillan






Adult Education Week – Ann Robertson Everatt






Awards - Sharon Collins






Executive – Dianne Rumney






Marketing – Lara Leitch






Membership – Vacant

The floor was opened to further nominations.  Moved by Patrick Smith, seconded by Heather Jeffrey that nominations close.  Carried.

Adjournment

· The business portion of the meeting was adjourned at 5:30 pm.

Keynote Speaker - Douglas McCarthy “The Courage to be our Best”

Doug defined courage as the quality of mind that allows us to act with firmness of purpose in spite of our fears.  He spoke about attending the recent LCAE awards ceremony and how often presenters told of the learners’ courage to pursue their goal in spite of difficulty and the learners’ comments on how their teachers encouraged them to continue.  He pointed out the power that words have to encourage and the distinction between encouragement and advice.  Words are our most portable, powerful resource.

	Chair’s Report

May 16, 2006


As I reflect on the issues that have affected the members of the London Council for Adult Education in this past year, the phrase from A Tale of Two Cities comes to mind, “It was the best of times; it was the worst of times”.  The best times were the wonderful 60th Anniversary celebrations, the excellent presenters at our meeting and the attention we received from local MPPs and media.  On the other side, there were many significant announcements from the various levels of government that fund most of our programs leaving this a year of transition and some uncertainty for adult educators.  Still, within those announcements I think there is lots of opportunity for optimism about the future of adult education.

We started off the LCAE year with MPP Chris Bentley at our September meeting. Mr. Bentley had recently moved from the Ministry of Labour to the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities (MTCU).  He introduced us to his vision of a “One Stop” or “No Wrong Door” service model for programs offered through the skills development branch of his ministry; clients would get all the right and most pertinent information at the first door they approached rather than being told “You’re in the wrong place to ask those questions”.


Those of us who work in programs funded by MTCU got to learn more about OS/NWD and how it might work as London was selected to be a pilot location for community consultation.   MTCU wanted to know how service providers are already communicating and collaborating to provide good service to clients looking for education, training or employment.  Of course, many agencies involved are members of LCAE, the perfect place for that type of networking to happen.  (So many members were involved that the January LCAE meeting was cancelled!) Agencies offering various employment and training programs not funded directly by MTCU worried that they might be left outside the door.

Just as OS/NWD pilot was getting underway Ontario government announced that a Labour Market Development Agreement had been reached with the federal government.  While generally viewed as a good thing, again many LCAE members wonder what the implications of this agreement are for their organizations.  We’ll have to wait and see.
At our October meeting, we discussed the report on the Adult Education Review released in June based on the study done by Kathleen Wynne.  One of her recommendations was for better communication between the Ministry of Education and MTCU.  As a result of her recommendation, an adult education policy unit has been formed between two the ministries. What is its mandate?  How will it function? How will it affect us?  Again, we’ll have to wait and see.

Lastly, in November 2005, The Honourable Joe Volpe, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, and the Honourable Mike Colle, Ontario Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, signed the Canada-Ontario Immigration Agreement. 

ADVANCE \d4Under the terms of the agreement, the Government of Canada will invest an additional $920 million over the next five years in Ontario. This is the first comprehensive immigration agreement between Ontario and Canada, and it is intended to help more newcomers reach their full potential in Ontario by increasing the funding for services to help them settle, integrate and access language training.
What does this mean for LCAE members who deliver services to newcomers to Canada.  We’ll have to wait and see.
All of these government initiatives mean change and uncertainty but leave lots of room for optimism about the opportunities that might become available to support adult learners.  While things are uncertain and plans are being formulated, perhaps this is a time when the LCAE should be actively involved in advocating for what we see as the better path to follow. We have the strength of our reputation and longevity, the breadth of our membership and the depth of our commitment to the people we serve.  The advocacy committee has been rather inactive this year. Please consider offering to serve and make sure that our collective voice is heard.

Respectfully submitted by
Dianne Rumney, LCAE Chair

	Nominations, Slate of Officers 2006-2007


Proposed slate of officers for 2006-2007
Chair



Dianne Rumney

Past Chair


Donna Moore 

Vice Chair


Sheila Lupson

Recording Secretary

Nancy McQuillan

Executive Secretary

Jill Slemon

Treasurer


Frances Shamley

	Committee Reports  2005-2006


60th Anniversary Committee
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The London Council for Adult Education celebrated its 60th Anniversary in 2005.  A committee was formed to plan events, programs and activities to celebrate the Anniversary.

My special thanks to committee members Nancy McQuillan, Sharon Collins, Margaret Maciejewski, Donna Smith, Donna Moore, Lara Leitch, Dianne Rumney, Coleen Pickering and Mark Richardson.  They worked hard giving of their time and talents to ensure a year of celebration..

The following events took place.

LCAE Awards Day - May 4th, 2005
For the anniversary year a special speaker was planned and an invitation was sent to the Minister of Training and Colleges and Universities, Mary Anne Chambers.  She was unable to come at the last minute but sent a replacement.  The event was well attended due to the increased promotion and publicity and an anniversary cake and balloons added to the festivity of the reception.

60th Annual General Meeting - June 29, 2005
This event was enhanced with increased promotion and publicity, refreshments, door prizes, a different venue ( Labatt’s Amber Lounge) and a later time (4:30-7:00 pm).  The keynote speaker, Douglas McCarthy spoke on “The Courage to be Our Best”. 

Anniversary Dinner -November 8, 2005

The dinner went very well. Approximately 40 members attended, Lt. Gov. The Honourable James K. Bartleman was able to attend at the last minute and lent an especially festive air to the evening.  MPP Deb Matthews also attended.  Guest speaker Helen Connell, Executive Director of United Way gave an inspiring speech.  Frances Shamley delivered the retrospective on LCAE’s 60 years.  The ticket sales and donations covered the costs.  A special thank you to Dianne Rumney who took the lead in organizing this event.

Submitted: Carmen Sprovieri
Awards Committee 

The 17th Annual LCAE Adult Learner Awards ceremony took place on Wednesday, 3rd May, 2006 at 3:00 pm.  Sixteen award winners, nominated by eleven different organizations, were recognised at the ceremony for their achievements as adult learners.  The recipients represented a diverse cross-section of ages, cultural backgrounds and learning goals. As always, the stories of these adult learners were truly inspirational, illustrating the very best qualities of lifelong learners—determination, dedication, courage and a genuine love of learning.  
George Hatch, the nominee from Toastmasters, was selected to receive the additional honour of the gift from the English Speaking Union.  It was only after joining Toastmasters that George admitted his inability to read and sought help.  Another Toastmaster member became his volunteer tutor and George has made remarkable progress on the road to literacy.
There was a wonderful turnout of family and friends, perhaps the largest ever, all there to show their support for these very deserving award recipients.
My thanks to the committee members who helped organize this awards day – Donna Moore, Carmen Sprovieri, Kym Wolfe and Donna Smith with assistance on the day from Mary Liz Quigley, Alice Brona and Sheila Lupson.
Respectfully submitted,

Dianne Rumney
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